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Phuket
Vegetarian
festival

The Phuket Nine Emperor Gods Festival
or Vegetarian Festival

The conventional date of introducing
The Nine Emperor Gods Festival or
Vegetarian festival (or “jia chai” in
local Hokkien Chinese dialect) to

the island began in 1825. When the
governor of Thalang District, Praya
Jerm, moved the principal town of the
island from Ta Reua in Thalang District
to Laithu or Kathu District, where tin
(Black gold) mines were flourished with
mass influx of the Chinese migrants
mainly the “Hokkien” or Fujian origin
during the 19th century after the

First Opium War. Kathu was then still
covered by jungle and epidemic was
rife. Along with the dreams of those
sojourners, they also brought along
their belief and religion for protection.
According to a widely accepted
tradition, a Chinese opera troupe (or
“ngiu” in Thai or “tua-hee” in Hokkien
dialect) was hired from China to
perform in Kathu, Phuket.




While the Chinese Opera
Troupe was in Kathu, Phuket,
an unnamed malady was
spreading and many died.
The performers also fell sick.
Then, they led the locals to
fast and pay homage to the
Jade Emperor God or “Yoke
Hong Song Teh” and the Nine
Emperor Gods or “Kiu Hong
Tai Teh” as they used to do
during the first to the ninth of
the ninth Chinese lunar month
when they were in China.
Consequently, the epidemic
afflicting the opera troupe
then cured.

Later, an emissary was sent

to Kansai, China in order to
perform a ritual to
symbolically invite the Nine
Emperor Gods from a shrine

in China to Phuket. Along with
him, he brought back the
sacred ash in urn, scripture,
carved wooden plaque of the
Palace of the North Star. Upon
his returning on the seventh
night of the ninth lunar
month, the locals went in
procession to Bang Liao Pier to
welcome him and the legend.

An urn with sacred ashes since
then were mixed with those
of the following year and so
on until the present day to
symbolize infinity through the
continuity from the past to the
present and passes the belief
to the future generations. It is
believed that the urn with
sacred ash is spiritualized by
the presence of the Nine
Emperor Gods.

The Chinese descendants

or “Baba” become an integral
constituent of contemporary
Thai society. It is, in fact,

a migrant festival of renewal
and purification, to cleanse the
community and worshippers for
their sins,to safeguard their good
fortunes and to ward off
calamities - migration, renewal,
purification and good fortunes.
It is also a rejuvenated
community after rituals and
fasting to achieve the
3-personified fortunes of human
needs - success, prosperity and
longevity or “Hok, Lok, Siu”.

The Nine Emperor Gods Festival
or Vegetarian Festival is replete
with cosmic symbolism. We can
observe from the first step when
entering the compound of the
shrine with the Chinese
inscriptions on the top of the gate,
(or “Tao Bo Kiong” in Hokkien
dialect, or the Palace of the

North Star). The Chinese migrants
commemorated the North Star

or Polaris that always points to
the North and a leading star for
sojourners to a better place with
better life.Moreover, the Big Bear
tells seasons and time. The actual
life of ancient Chinese were
closely related with the Polaris
and Big Bear in terms of travelling
and agriculture.

In the process of constant
development of Taoism folk
beliefs, Polaris (Tao Bo) is deified
as the mother of the Big Bear that
controls the equilibrium of the
Universe,the book of death, cures
ailments and judge deed and
misdeed of human kind.

The major themes of this
communal temple festival thus
combine a strengthening of the
communal solidarity and

identity with the enhancement of
the spiritual or physical well-being
of the individual devotees and the
promise of their good luck in the
future.
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The Rituals
of the

Nine EMPEROR
Gods

OR Végctarian
festival

The Preliminary Ritval

The ritual takes place one day
preceding those nine days

- namely on the last day of
the eighth lunar month of the
Chinese calendar.

The ritual consists of ...

Demarcation and
Consecration
Ritual

The ritualis to demarcate and
consecrate the compound

at the shrine for the 9 days
festival by the principal deity,
especially the kitchen of the
shrine.The locals believe to be
cleansed by consuming
vegetarian food from

the kitchen of the shrine.



Tall Lantern Pole Raising
Ritual

The ritual takes place in the
afternoon and evening of the
day preceding those nine days.
The Tall Lantern Pole with the
nine wicks-in -oil symbolizes
the Nine-Emperor Gods
“KiuOng” and will stay
hanging on its pole for the
duration of the festival.

Heavenly Warrior-Releasing
Ritual

Demons, orphan souls who

have been won over by Taoist
Master and able to take a first

step up the ladder of merit,

which leads to heaven. They

are released once a year to

protect the community for the
whole festival.

Heavenly WaRRioRs
£ood-Offering Ritual

The ritual, conducts in the
early afternoon at 15.00 hrs.,
pays respect to the spirits of
warriors and their horses, many
of the rank-and-file spirit
mediums participating in this
festival are possessed by these
spirits, who are believed to
entertain a position in the
celestial hierarchy beneath the
gods, but above the ghosts.
Vegetarian food, tea and rice
liquor are prepared for the spirit
warriors and grass is for horses.

Jade Emperor God
Invitation Ritual

The ritual takes place in the
compound of the shrine prior
to the Nine Emperor Gods
Invitation Ritual to signify the
Jade Emperor God as the
head of the Taoist Pantheon.

Nine Emperor Gods Invitation
Ritual

The ritual is conducted either on
the seashore or water front on

the same night. A pair of wooden
kidney-shaped divining block is
thrown to see if the Nine Emperor
Gods have descended from
heaven and arrived at the shrine.
Their spirits are believed to inhere
in their incense urn and are placed
in a secluded back room through-
out the festival. Only the censer
master “Lor Chu” and his assistant
are allowed to enter the room.
Remark :

“Lor Chu” or Censer Master is
randomly selected from the
contributors of the festival by
throwing the kidney-shaped
divining blocks to signify the
deities assent or otherwise. He and
his assistant serve as the guard

of the secluded back room,

the “Tao Bo’s Palace”, and is the
only 2 persons permitted to enter
it in the course of the festival.

“Hu Lor Chu” or Assistant Censer
Master serves the same purpose
as “Lor Chu” or Censer Master
during his absent.

Chanting

The purpose of chanting is to
achieve the sensual pleasure
cleansing to cleanse
psycho-physiological order as
human body is controlled by
nerve center.

The shine conducts 2 times of
chanting per day, plus 1 time of
reading the contributors’ name
to the Nine Emperor Gods.




Seven Stars
Propitiation Ritual

The ritual takes place on the
evening before the street
procession to receive the
power of “Tao Bo” (Polaris)
thru the Big Bear or Seven Stars
“Chit Chaen”. According to the
Chinese ancient record, the Big
Bear has 9 stars, 7 visible and
2 invisible stars. In the process
of constant development of
Taoism folk beliefs,they are
the inheritors, mediators and
promoters that pass the power
of “Dou Mu” or “Tao Bo” to
human beings.

£ire-Walking Ritual

“Fire overcomes impurity and
repels evil influence. As men
purify themselves with fire,
they expiate transgressions and
thus overcome yin”. The locals
believe that only those that
are cleansed will be void from
being seriously burns.

Ceremonial
BRidge-Crossing Ritual
The main idea of devotees
crossing the bridge is believed
to cleanse from impurities and
misfortunes that may fall upon
them. Once crossing the bridge,
a red stamp of the Nine
Emperor Gods’ seal or imperial
seal will be stamped at the
back of the devotees to signify
that they are purified from

sins and calamities that might
happen to them.

Dladed-Ladder
Climbing Ritual

There are 36 rungs for the spirit
mediums to ascend and 36
rungs to descend, total of 72.
To add 3 to 6 and 2 to 7, the
total is 9. “9”is thebiggest and
auspicious number for Chinese.
The mediums climb up the
ladder, bless the public, throw
sweets and charm cloths and
descend the other side of the
ladder.

Worshipping Ritual for
the Deceased Devotees
The ritual is conducted to pay
homage by food offering to
those deceased devotees of
the shrine for their lifetime
devotion.




The Street Procession

The street procession is
conducted on different day in
Phuket by every shrine during
the festival. This is the most
spectacular event of the Nine
Emperor Gods Festival or
Vegetarian Festival, which
became iconic of the festival as
a whole. The processions offer
an opportunity for the
householders and the general
public along the streets to
receive the blessings of the gods
possessing the spirit mediums.
The locals set up altar in front
of their houses, decorated with
Chinese embroideries table
apron “TokUi”, placing on them
lit candles and incense sticks ,
flowers, fruit, sweets and tea.
The carrying of the Nine
Emperor Gods “KiuOng” incense
urn is considered a great honor
and it is carried by the “Lor
Chu” or censer-master, and
tightly held under the Nine
Emperor Gods’ “KiuOng”
ceremonial umbrella. The
explosion of firecrackers are
supposed to be lit before to
welcome the palanquin
“TuaLian” of the Nine Emperor
Gods and reaches a climax.
Devotees squad down to receive
blessing of the Nine Emperor
Gods thru mediums.

The fFarewell Ritual

The Nine Emperor Gods
Festival or Vegetarian Festival
culminates in the farewell
ritual for the Jade Emperor
and the Nine Emperor Gods
on the evening of the ninth
and last day, and comes to
close with sending off the
Nine Emperor Gods or
“KiuOng” at midnight back

to the heaven.The ritual is
divided into 2 parts: the Jade
Emperor is bade farewell

at the lantern pole in the
shrines” compound by burning
the paper palace for the

Jade emperor; then the Nine
Emperors are sent off at a
body of water, mainly conduct
close to the sea — SaphanHin
or river from where the Nine
Emperor Gods are believed to
return to the Heaven.This is a
community-wide celebration.

Lanterp Pole LoweRing
Ritual

On the afternoon of the 10

of the ninth lunar month, the
tall lantern pole is lowered in
a brief ritual with participants
dress in everyday costumes.
After the nine wicks-in-oil in the
lamps of the Tall Lantern are
extinguished, the remaining oil
is mixed with the oil used to
light the altars of the temple
during the festival and
distributed among devotees.
The locals believed that this oil
has supernatural curing power.
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Authorized Fireworks allow to use during the
Vegetarian festival.
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feast Ready FOR
commundal SERVICES

It marks the adjournment of the Nine Emperor Gods
Festivalor Vegetarian Festival. The shrine prepares meat
dishes for all participants for their

devotions, support sand participation.

FIRECRACKER

Firecracker is widely used for the entire festival. It is
believed that lighting firecrackers before the sedan chairs
and palanquin is to welcome the Nine Emperor Gods

n deities by the locals.
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The flag
of the Nine EmpeEROR Gods

Yellow is the color strictly used for the flag
of the Nine Emperor Gods with red ink on it.

LE K

AL T R E A B R R




AR LA
LS s e
fE A AL

=1 = [ =N

UURRTHEAT
AN

FHAKILNE 5 8
— 1 g
sma [
1. azriunsehdnidndie

viaevusuUsemuiiodns
2. aziunsanalue
3. avdunsimadsiusdianania

v J @
4. agliunInaTia
5. agkiuNsANgTILazYRiiugn

A =N A TN =' =
AR THIIIHEH
1 =

Tretaals: e

=] =1 =1 —

AERATHLT

1. agriunsiaunduyntia

2. asfunsaldiniosusesu
waviASe Il

3. pasauldravm

a. fffegluszwindlinnd ndsdiases
negeiuszILAou
limsdnsiuisnssulag

5. ¥AMUATeRIASEIATI wavKen
Lﬂ%@ﬂ%ﬂuaxd'suﬁuﬁﬁlﬂﬁ
fofanusn



The five-bDuddhist
Precepts

(Body cleansing to acquire supernatural

power by testing one’s power of

endurance, self-discipline and

penance during The Nine Emperor

Gods Festival or Vegetarian Festival)

1. Abstain from killing living things.
(Abstain from eating meat product.)

2. Abstain from stealing.

3. Abstain from sexual behavior.

4. Abstain from telling lie.

5. Abstain from alcoholic drinks.

Taboo durin )
the 9 days o{»g festival

1. Abstain from gambling.

2. Abstain from bedecking jewelry
and leather goods.

3. Avoid wearing other colors of attire
to enter the principle hall of the
shrine,except white attire.

4. Mourner, woman in menstruation
and pregnancy should avoid
participating in any kind of rituals.

5. Kitchen utensils and containers
should be kept solely for
vegetarian during thefestival.
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Purposes

of Decoming | WY ﬁ&élé ZH

a Vegetagian and ; E &£ = E-

taking up vows . Song Keng”

[0 cHUJé *a‘%( Rr, BBTE, &4
F R F g %ﬁ/\%ﬂ%ﬁ, HREA,

* Jia Shai-Consuming foods REEX. KEF—RAA
that consist of vegetables BW2R, Sm—RmILEX
(except for pungent kinds B o
such as garlic, onions, * A2 “Jae Sian”
coriander and flowering A2, HE4ETE N BEILE,
garlic chives) S e

* Song Geng- Praying and &%3};2\ E%Y/\i%%‘iﬁﬁ
taking refuge s e

* Jae Sian- remaining
in a state
of peace and calm
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KATHU SHRINE

WAF S E

081-8150591

2wniudinu
(a=th)
SAPAM SHRINE

081-6974945

EY BN ERLEY]
(Gunidau )
SHENG LENG TONG
(BAN MUANG MAI)

080-5311765

Swisgehitine
[Rudge)
JUI TUI SHRINE

SHEE

089-6468941

Swiugasandliiiv
(Uuaau)
GIM SU ONG SHRINE
(BAN DON)

&+IE

080-1430377

awgsludav
(1dalsv)
SUI BOON TONG SHRINE

083-6415445



Swunktelchnitfaae Swhauding

(nakiien) (awnav)
BANG LIAO SHRINE LIM HU TAI SU SHRINE
3 (SAMKONG)
088-1692595 ZEZELE

081-3974976

G [ C Swbvdav
(vhanioulns) (HU1 sw. 78sz)
JONG NGHI TONG JENG ONG SHRINE
(TON SAI WATERFALL) ZEFHE
BERE 081-9560389
089-6524762

awdndyga wallnav
(wsa) (ue)
SAM SAE SU HUD SHRINE BANGKOO SHRINE
= WME=FAE

081-8951928 081-5353417
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(F0d5uns) (Guunuau)

TAI HOUD TONG SHRINE TAE GUN SHRINE
(SURIN BEACH) (BAN NABON)
089-8721409 081-6068188

Jwyiduciav dwsnising Yadnv
(Cufisu) (voawxden)
BU SENG TONG SHRINE YOK KE KENG SHRINE
(BAN KIEN) =
080-5310379
081-4585658

51unjala_1.uu (u][4] 51un§u1§a5g r_1_aa5une'1u
(huthsu) (UurinsSa)
NGOR HIAN TAI TAE SHRINE BAN THA RUE SHRINE
(BAN KIEN)
SR )] 089-7246082

083-1079643



Swiddulcic
(Dwsaunv dhan)
TAE GUN TAI TAE SHRINE

(PASAK)
W R

085-1291546

awiavdaids
(hwd)
LENG HO BEL SHRINE
(MAI KHAO)

e 4=h ¥ ]

061-7965163

Swlkydouri
(Gwldzn)
HAI Ym% %Ng SHRINE

099-3620781

Swididedoda
(aaav
TAI SENG PUD JOR SHRINE
(CHALONG)
BEE
089-5921922

dwewdavy
(1@un:1a)
CHERNG THALAY SHRINE

093-7609898

dnv

WauaW 92
(i)

CHOOR SU GONG NAKA SHRINE

=
081-9791958
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12/10/2015
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TALL LANTERN POLE RAISING RITUAL
“SENG KO TENG THIAO"

FRBHEEX
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(0300pm 0545pm)
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AUl Shrine Phuket
o). 34
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*except

BT
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HEAVENLY WARRIORS RELEASING
RITUAL “PARNG KUN"

HE B
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(03,09 p.m. - 06.30 p.m.)
nndludawmingiin

AUl Shrine Phuket
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9
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THE JADE EMPEROR GOD
AND THE NINE EMPEROR GODS
INVITATION RITUAL

FHEE EFER
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(10,00 p.m. - 12.00 p.m.)
nndludawmingiin

AUl Shrine Phuket
BiREY
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*®7 1
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CHANTING AND READING OF

CONTRIBUTORS' NAMES TO THE
FESTIVAL “SONG KENG”

E
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AUl Shrine Phuket
ik 4
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HEAVENLY WARRIORS FOOD
OFFERING RITUAL “KHO KUN"
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(03.00 p.m. - 07.00 p.m.)
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Route for street procession of Bang Liao Shrine
October 18,2015/ Time 06.00 Hrs.
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Route for street procession of Sui Boon Tong Shrine
October 21,2015/ Time 07.00 Hrs.
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